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National Water Safety Forum Switzerland
A measure for capacity building and strengthen advocacy

World Congress Drowning Prevention 2019
Reto Abächerli – Swiss Lifesaving Society



Drowning Rate 2018: 0.55

Trends
 More leisure activities in, 

at and on water bodies
 Increasing number of

non-swimmers due to
migration

Initial Situation

No public authority leading



«National Water Safety Forum Switzerland»

set-up
 Memorandum of understanding

between Swiss Lifesaving Society & 
Swiss Council for Accident Prevention 
(2015)

 steering comittee consisting of
different players (incl. States, 
Swimming Federations, emergency
response services)

activities
 annual symposium
 annual report
 «drowning prevention

measures» database
(work in progress)



 annual overview drowning statistics
 good practice examples of drowning

prevention activities
 «Unité de doctrine» – common

understanding of drowning
 Overview of organizations commited

to the National Water Safety Plan 



Commitment…
 to engage in any way for drowing

prevention
 to the principle of «evidence based

practice»
 to attend the annual symposium



«National Water Safety Forum Switzerland»

Challenges
 Leadership = investment of time and

money
 free riders can reduce commitment of

other organizations
 3 languages to address (German, 

French, Italian) in Switzerland

Sucess factors
 To set positive incentives

(visibility, network)
 To involve interested

organizations, to ignore
others

 To work on basics (eg. 
common understanding)

 «less is more» 
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