
In 2007 the Swiss Lifesaving Society (SLRG) submitted a petition to the Swiss Conference of Cantonal Ministers 
of Education (EDK) requesting the expansion of swimming instruction in state schools. At that time, the request 
was refused on the grounds of the high costs this would generate for the public authorities. The response also 
pointed out that teaching children to swim was not the exclusive task of state schools but also of parents and 

to teach pupils how to behave safely when in, on and near water and the correct procedure in emergencies.

year.

comprehensive teaching materials as well as training courses for teaching personnel and where the key challenges 
lie. 
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